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C L O S D E L AT E C H . C O M

F O RWA R D

P R E M I E R  P I N OT  N O I R

Our wine making method is  fa i th fu l  to that  of  Ouvrard, the 
winemaker who brought prominence to Romanée-Cont i  in  the 
1830s .

I t  i s  tru ly  ”methode anc ienne ,”  inc luding handpick ing , foot 
crushing , nat ive yeast  fermentat ion and no f i l ter ing . The theory 
is  to br ing our spec ia l  f ru i t  to the bott le  without manipulat ion. 
With these methods , one can eas i ly  taste the d i f ference between 
the v ineyards and their  unique express ions of  terroir.
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C L O S D E L AT E C H . C O M

C O M PA N Y  D E S C R I P T I O N

About Clos de la Tech As a leading domest ic  wine company, Clos 
de la  Tech are growers and producer of  estate P inot Noir wines , 
and develops leading technolog ies in farming and v i t icu l ture in 
Cal i fornia . As a top U.S . wine producer, the company leverages the 
ta lents  of  owner T. J . Rodgers to advance economic oppor tunity, 
susta inabi l i ty  and community impact . Clos de la  Tech d iverse team 
is  committed to innovat ing for the future and l iv ing the company’s 
core va lues of  qua l i ty, pursuit  of  excel lence and integr i ty. 

Learn more at  www.closdelatech.com .

T. J . Rodgers
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C L O S D E L AT E C H . C O M

H I S TO RY

Our f i rst  v ineyard was p lanted at  our home in Woodside , 
Cal i forn ia . Domaine du Docteur Rodgers i s  a  s ing le-acre , 
densely  p lanted h i l l top v ineyard in Cal i forn ia ’s  Santa Cruz 
Mounta ins .

Release of  the f i rst  v intage of  P inot Noir  from Domaine 
du Docteur Rodgers .

P lant ing of  new Pinot Noir v ines on var ious h i l l s ide   
b locks were named Domaine Lois  Louise , that  surround 
the mounta in winer y.

We broke ground on construct ing our three-cave , grav i ty  
f low winery on a newly purchased 240-acre estate , located 
in the Santa Cruz Mounta ins AVA.

Complet ion our new “high-tech” mounta in winer y at    
Domaine Lois  Louise .

Va leta Rodgers becomes the Director of  Winemaking .

Vittor io Gambini  is  h ired as Managing Director to oversee 
sa les & market ing .

V i t tor io Gambin i  i s  promoted to Pres ident of  Clos de la  
Tech LLC .

1994
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C L O S D E L AT E C H . C O M

O U R  M I S S I O N

Our goal is  clear : To make the New World ’s  Best  P inot Noir. In 
doing so, we hope to ser ious ly  cha l lenge the greatest  Burgundies 
that  have dominated premium Pinot Noir product ion s ince the 
13th centur y.
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C L O S D E L AT E C H . C O M

B I O

T.J. RODGERS
Owner and Chief Winemaking Off icer
T. J . Rodgers i s  the Owner and Chief 
Winemaking Off icer for Clos de la  Tech. He 
has been making wine with h is  wi fe s ince 
1996. Our f i rst  v ineyard is  the premier 
one-acre v ineyard, Domaine du Docteur 

Rodgers , which produces only 100 cases of  handcrafted P inot Noir 
annual ly. Our second v ineyard is  Domaine Valeta , so h igh in the 
Santa Cruz Mounta ins that  i t  snows, which produces only 200 
cases of  P inot Noir annual ly. And, f ina l ly, our th ird v ineyard, the 
renowned Domaine Lois  Louise , which current ly  produces 2 ,500 
cases of  P inot Noir annual ly  and wi l l  produce 10,000 cases when 
in fu l l  product ion.

T. J . was a lso the founder, pres ident , CEO, and a d irector of  Cypress 
Semiconductor Corporat ion for 34 years ; an industr y record. He is 
a  former cha irman of  the Semiconductor Industr y Associat ion (S IA) 
and s i ts  on the board of  d irectors of  h igh technology companies , 
inc luding , Enphase Energy, Enovix , Complete Solar ia  and severa l 
pr ivate companies . He was a lso a member of  the board of  trustees 
at  Dar tmouth Col lege , h is  a lma mater. T. J . l ives in Woodside with 
Valeta and their  Jack Russe l l  Terr iers , Brett  and E lv is .
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C L O S D E L AT E C H . C O M

B I O

VALETA RODGERS
Owner and Winemaker  
Va leta worked for Cypress Semiconductor 
s ince she was 19; where she fe l l  in  love with 
semiconductor technology. This  led her to 
study E lectr ica l  Eng ineer ing and Computer 
Sc ience at  UC Berkeley a l lowing her to 

become a Sr. SRAM des ign eng ineer.

Winemaking su i ts  her wel l . I t ’s  a  d isc ip l ine that  requires equal
par ts  log ic  and pass ion – two tra i ts  she has in spades . Her pass ion 
for wine was k indled in the 1990s dur ing a  tour of  Burgundy with 
T. J . , her husband. The exper ience had a profound ef fect  on her l i fe 
and in f luenced many of  Clos de la  Tech’s  future v i t icu l tura l  and 
enolog ica l  pract ices inc luding s i te se lect ion, h igh-dens i ty  p lant ing , 
farming for low y ie lds , intens ive fru i t  sor t ing , foot crushing , nat ive 
yeast  fermentat ions and whole-c luster fermentat ions .

Va leta l ives in Woodside with T. J . and their  Jack Russe l l  Terr iers , 
Brett  and E lv is .
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C L O S D E L AT E C H . C O M

B I O

VITTORIO GAMBINI 
President  -  V i t tor io Gambin i  has led an 
impress ive career as  a  senior execut ive and 
h is  30 years working in the wine industr y. 
Vittor io has been featured in severa l  wel l -
known industr y publ icat ions , inc luding 
Wine Spectator, Food Ar ts , and Wine 

Bus iness Monthly. 

Ser v ing as  the Pres ident at  Clos de la  Tech, Vittor io p lays a  major 
role in sa les , market ing , and f inanc ia ls . Through h is  commitment 
to th is  role , he has helped improve brand equity, and a strong 
pos i t ion with d istr ibutor par tners .

Pr ior to h is  current role at  Clos de la  Tech, Vittor io worked as 
Manag ing Director at  Clos de la  Tech, focus ing on d istr ibut ion 
growth in the nor theast , Midwest and Cal i fornia . V i t tor io has an 
in-depth knowledge and background in the f ine d in ing sector and 
has gu ided Clos de la  Tech’s  por t fo l io into the best  restaurants in 
the nat ion. Before jo in ing the Clos de la  Tech team, he was COO 
of Wester ly  Vineyards from 2009-2013.

Mr. Gambin i  has two sons Anthony and Dominick and res ides in 
Car lsbad, Ca. with h is  wi fe Peggy and their  Sh ih Tzu, Jack .
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C L O S D E L AT E C H . C O M

E S TAT E  V I N E YA R D S

DOMAINE DU DOCTEUR RODGERS: Domaine du 
Docteur Rodgers (DDR)  i s  our f lagsh ip v ineyard surrounding 
our house in Woodside , Cal i fornia  – the San Francisco Bay 
wine-growing reg ion. The v ineyard is  one acre , c lose-p lanted 
with 4 ,149 v ines per acre . Today, ha l f  o f  the v ineyard has been 
replanted in a  super-dense “Goblet” format with our preferred 
Di jon 828 c lone at  a  record dens i ty  of  6 ,132 v ines per acre .

DOMAINE  VALETA: Domaine Valeta ”Sunny Slope” (DV) i s 
on the next mountain just southwest of  the fabled Ridge Monte Bel lo 
Vineyard in the Santa Cruz Mounta ins . I t  faces the San Francisco Bay 
at  2 ,300 feet  above sea leve l . The 3 .5 acre v ineyard produces our 
most del icate , fragrant Burgundian wine with beaut i fu l  perfume .

DOMAINE LOIS LOUISE: Domaine Lois Louise (DLL)
cons ists  of  v ineyards , Twisty Ridge , Côté Sud, and Santa Cruz 
Mounta ins Estates , a l l  fac ing the Pac i f ic  Ocean. DLL surrounds 
our grav i ty- f low winery bui l t  in  2012 with three 300- foot caves 
des igned by T. J . Rodgers . The topography is  steep h i l l s ide with 
an average grade of  35%. I t  requires a  one-of-a-k ind tractor 
(des igned and bui l t  for T. J . ) , lowered by cables and control led 
with a joyst ick , to traverse ver t ica l  and hor izonta l  s lopes .
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C L O S D E L AT E C H . C O M

T H E  T E C H N O L O G Y

Cyress Semiconductor ’s  PSoC (Programmable System-on-Chip) 
technology ser ves mult ip le funct ions at  Clos de la  Tech. Developed 
for UC Davis ’  v i t icu l ture and Enology Depar tment , PSoC can be 
used to measure severa l  d i f ferent temperatures , measure br ix 
( the sugar content of  a  l iqu id) , schedule and perform automat ic 
pumpovers and send a l l  o f  th is  in format ion stra ight  to a computer 
us ing a  radio chip.
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W I N E  P O RT F O L I O

Pinot Noir : Clos De La Tech uses a  por t ion of 
our Santa Cruz Mounta ins Estates wine under th is 
a l ternate label  for on-premises trade accounts . 
Des igned for by-the-g lass  of fer ings at  f ine d in ing 

restaurants nat iona l ly.

Santa Cruz Mountains Estates:  This  P inot 

Noir combines wine from the mounta in v ineyard – 
Domaine Lois  Louise and Domaine  Va leta – making 
this a very complex wine. The flavor delivers a touch of 
nosta lg ia , transpor t ing you to old world France . The v ineyards ’  locat ions 

are extremely steep, rang ing from 1,700-1,850 feet  above sea leve l .
Surface area: {40 acres planted to vine}

Domaine Lois Louise Twisty Ridge: A deeply 
colored and extracted wine with great  ag ing 
potent ia l . The 18- inch c lay- loam topsoi l  and cold 
windy weather of  Twisty Ridge produces a “b ig  red 
wine .”  – Ronn Wiegand Twisty Ridge res ides at  the 

top of  DLL and points  d irect ly  toward the Pac i f ic  Ocean. The v ineyard 
is  ver y narrow and must be farmed by hand. The wine is  intense , 
youthfu l ,and both r ich ly  fru i ty  (b lueberr y and b lackberr y)  with l ight 

oak and apers istent a f ter taste .
Surface area: {3 acres planted to vine}
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Domaine Lois Louise Côté Sud:  This  immediate 
neighbor of  Twisty Ridge produces P inot Noir with 
a“blow away” bouquet . The bouquet is  intense and 
ref ined, with cherr y, b lueberr y, b lack tea , toasty 

oak, cedar and vani l la  aromas. The pa late is  f leshy, fu l l  bodied and 
ba lanced — long on the pa late and pers istent on the f in ish . The 
v ineyard res ides at  the top of  a  long , steep south- fac ing s lope , which 
increases warmth in an otherwise ver y cool  env ironment .
Surface area: {4 acres planted to vine}

Domaine Valenta Sunny Slope: Upon s ipping 
Domaine Valeta Sunny S lope , you are met with an 
exot ic  f lavor fu l l  o f  qua l i ty  and exuberance . This 
2 ,350- feet  above-sea- leve l  v ineyard is  located 
just  west  of  fab led Ridge Monte Bel lo, with snow occurr ing each 
on the occas iona l  winter. We ca l l  Domaine Valeta Sunny S lope our 
del icate , fragrant Burgundian wine . 
Surface area: {3.5 acres planted to vine}

Domaine Du Docteur Rodgers:  This  
v ineyard is  located at  TJ  and Valeta Rodgers ’ 
res idence in the San Francisco Bay AVA. The wine 
is  made in an on-s i te farmhouse winery that 

evokes images of  Vosne-Romanée and the magic of  Romanee-Cont i . 
The fo l lowing note is  from the f i rst  sommel ier to hold both Master 
of  Wine and Master Sommel ier t i t les , Ronn Weigand, “the aroma is 
intense , r ipe , and ver y d ist inct ive (cherr y, b lueberr y, cooked meat , 
euca lyptus , mint)—just  excel lent . Outstanding qua l i ty.”
Surface area: {One acre planted to vine}
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Domaine Valeta Nebbiolo:  On a mounta intop 
in the Santa Cruz Mounta ins , 2 ,350 feet  above 
the S i l icon Val ley. We decided to p lant  a  ha l f -
acre in 2009 of  Nebbiolo (Clones 146 & 230) for 

our personal  use as  we are found of  the great  wines of  Barolo and 
Barbaresco of  Northwest I ta ly. The grapes come from a h idden, west-
fac ing b lock, over looking the famed Monte Bel lo v ineyard. The soi l s 

are a mix of  fractured weathered sandstone and sandy loam.

5 Year Alambic Brandy:  Introducing Clos de 
la  Tech 5-Year Brandy – the 2014 v intage from 
Domaine Lois  Louise , Santa Cruz Mounta ins Estates . 
This  ar t isana l  sp ir i t , made in smal l  quant i t ies  of 
100% Pinot Noir grapes , was a col laborat ion of 
winemaker Valeta Rodgers of  Clos dela  Tech and 
master (Alambic)  d ist i l ler  Joe Thomas Corley.
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W I N E RY  I M A G E S

Domaine du Docteur 
Rodgers Farmhouse 
Winery at  the Rodgers 
Res idence , Est  1996

Domaine Lois  Louise 
Three-Cave Santa Cruz 
Mounta ins Winery, Est  2012

Fermentat ion Cave A, 
Domaine Lois  Louise 
Santa Cruz Mounta ins 
Winery
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C L O S D E L AT E C H . C O M

C O N TA C T S

OWNER & CHIEF WINEMAKER OFFICER
T.J. Rodgers
va leta@tjrodgers .com

OWNER & DIRECTOR OF WINEMAKING
Valeta Rodgers
va leta@tjrodgers .com

PRESIDENT 
Vittorio Gambini
v i to@closdelatech.com
760-840-7697

DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER SERVICE
Claudia Garcia
c laudia@closdelatech.com
510-228-6042

DIRECTOR OF ACCOUNTING
Rocio Talavera
rociot@comcast .net
510-706-0699
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